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CHRISTMAS 


Last  year  our  article  on  how  families  celebrated  their 
Christmas  time  was  so  well  received  we  have  asked  three 
young  families  to  write  again  this  year.  Ed  and  Jean 
Duckles  are  AFSC  secretaries  in  Mexico  (Monte  Blanco 
1135,  Mexico,  D.F.):  Helen  and  John  Stevenson  (Box 
29,  Tracy,  California)  are  members  of  Tracy  Meeting; 
Joseph  and  Teresina  Havens  (Los  Angeles,  Calif.) 
came  to  southern  California  last  year  from  Philadelphia, 
Pendle  Hill  and  the  Chester  center. 

"Christmas  in  another  country  gives  us  the  added 
rishness  of  sharing  in  the  customs  of  another  land. 
The  children,  Robby  (7),  Ann  (4^2)  and  Judy 
(3 — Mexican  by  birth)  revel  in  the  pre-Christmas 
spirit  expressed  ...  in  the  'posada’  parties  that 
begin  ten  days  before  Christmas  and  are  observed 
each  night  as  friends  and  relatives  gather  in  one 
another’s  homes  to  re-enact  the  search  for  a 'room 
in  the  inn’  with  candlelight  procession.  Along  with 
the  serious  is  the  humor  of  breaking  the  'pihata’ — ■ 
a clay  pot  covered  with  crepe  paper  to  represent  an 
animal,  fowl,  star  or  other  shape.  The  children, 
blindfolded  in  turn  try  their  luck  at  hitting  it  until 
the  pot  is  broken  and  showers  down  sweets  and 
peanuts  for  which  the  youngsters  scramble. 

"In  our  own  home,  even  the  youngest  member  of 
the  family  'helps’  with  paste,  scissors,  and  colored 
construction  paper  until  we  have  made  our  own 
Christmas  decorations  for  the  house  and  tree — 
sewing  threads  to  hang  the  red  and  green  chains, 
lanterns,  the  blue  and  silver  stars  or  threading  pop- 
corn. To  extend  the  spirit  of  giving  beyond  the 
immediate  family  circle,  the  children  have  their 
fingers  in  the  cookie  dough  and  help  to  shape  the 
colored  paper  cornucopias  which  they  later  fill  with 
assorted  cookies  to  carry  to  their  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. 

"On  Christmas  evening  the  stockings  are  hung, 
carols  sung,  the  Christmas  story  read,  and  then  to 
bed  to  hurry  the  coming  day.  For  the  'grownups’ 
there  is  the  'Noche  Buena’  supper  with  its  typical 
fruit  salad  colored  red  by  cooked  beets. 

"Christmas  afternoon  becomes  a time  for  the 
whole  family  to  reread  leisurely  Christmas  cards 
and  letters  together,  remembering  friends  from  far 
away,  recalling  the  contribution  each  has  made  to 
our  lives,  and  feeling  close  to  them  again  from  the 
news  and  pictures  they  have  sent.’’ 

Ed  and  Jean  Duckles 

"While  not  adhering  to  early  Friends’  testimony 
regarding  holidays,  we  do  feel  that  most  of  them 
can  be  de-emphasized,  or  better  yet  given  a fresh 
emphasis  akin  to  the  original  occasion  for  celebra- 
tion. For  instance,  we  look  on  birthdays  as  being 
individual  centered,  Halloween  as  small-child  cen- 


tered, Thanksgiving  as  community  centered.  New 
Years  as  teen-aged  centered  and  Christmas  as  family 
centered.  It  is  at  Christmas  time  we  try  to  discover 
anew  the  meaning  of  Jesus  and  his  stay  on  earth. 

"So  it  is  that  we  start  Christmas  with  the  tradi- 
tional stockings,  followed  by  a simple  but  ample 
breakfast.  During  this  period  there  is  ejuiet  talk 
leading  to  the  high  point  of  the  day,  a family 
meeting  for  worship  to  which  neighbors  and  visiting 
relatives  are  invited.  Since  this  is  paced  at  the  family 
level  there  is  some  music  and  a short  story  along 
with  periods  of  silence.  We  are  still  tussling  with 
the  problem  of  the  place  of  the  larger  gifts  that 
don  t fit  into  stockings,  but  at  present  these  come 
after  the  family  meeting.’’ 

John  and  Helen  Stevenson 
Our  first  Christmas  in  the  working  class,  largely 
Negro  community  in  Chester,  Penna.,  was  too 
special  to  be  called  a 'practice’.  Early  Christmas 
morning  we  wheeled  month-old  Lucia  in  her  buggy 
down  toward  the  Delaware  River  waterfront  near 
the  Scott  Paper  factory  and  the  shipyards  to  a little 
store-front  Pentecostal  church  for  a sunrise  service. 
How  joyful  to  play,  'Christians,  Awake!  Salute  the 
Happy  Morn!’  on  the  old  pump  organ  and  to  be  led 
in  thankful  prayer  by  saintly  Sister  Robinson  with 
her  brown  face  shining.  As  the  sun  rose  we  each 
( Continued  on  page  6 ) 


STUART  BRUCE  1879-1949 

Stuart  St,  Clair  Bruce,  beloved  member  of  Berkeley 
Meeting,  died  in  his  sleep  on  November  9th  at  the  home 
ot  Joe  and  Florence  Conard  where  he  had  lived  for  a 
number  of  years.  Had  he  lived  until  the  15th  of  November 
he  would  have  been  71  years  old.  He  was  born  in  Dublin 
Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States  by  way  of  Canada  in 
1893  and  SIX  years  later  graduated  from  the  Colorado 
School  of  Mines.  Last  September  he  attended  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  School's  founding  as  one  of  the  senior 
graduates  present. 

Following  his  schooling  he  taught  metallurgy  at  Mich- 
igan College  of  ALines  and  the  Idaho  School  of  Mines 
and  was  associated  with  several  mid-western  mining  con- 
cerns. For  the  last  eleven  years  he  has  lived  in  Berkeley. 

Stuart  Bruce  never  married.  He  is  survived  by  two 
sisters,  Ethel  Mary  Bruce  and  E.  Maude  Bruce,  botli  of 
Victoria,  B.C.,  and  a brother,  James  L.  Bruce  of  San 
Marino. 

An  infinite  gentleness  of  spirit  marked  his  shrewd, 
Irish  wit.  Stuart  Bruce  was  interested  in  all  people  and 
what  was  good  for  them  and  cared  little  for  the  popular 
categories  his  beliefs  earned  him.  He  was  a vegetarian 
ami  had  in  preparation  an  article  on  the  subject  '"for  the 
bRiENDS  Bulletin.  Careful  of  his  limited  energy  in  the 
last  months  of  his  life  Stuart  gave  the  impre.ssion  of  a man 
intensely  curious  about  every  aspect  of  life  and  eager  to 
reveal  with  greatest  clarity  his  own  experience  of  what 
is  good. 
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CHINA 

Long  awaited  news  from  the  Friends  Centre,  169/507 
Yuan  Ming  Yuan  Rd.,  Shanghai  (o),  arrived  through  the 
China  Newsletter,  October. 

"Greetings  to  all  our  friends  in  China  and  over- 
seas. We  are  all  well  and  happy,  and  have  come 
through  the  experience  of  being  liberated  quite  un- 
harmed. We  are  sure  you  will  not  be  surprised  that 
you  have  not  seen  a copy  of  this  newsletter  since 
May,  as  you  all  know  how  isolated  Shanghai  is 
nowadays — from  the  outside  world  by  the  National- 
ist sea  blockade,  and  from  the  south  and  west  of 
China  by  the  civil  war.  The  only  people  with  whom 
we  are  in  direct  and  easy  postal  contact  are  our 
friends  in  north  China.  Communications  have  been 
a little  easier  recently,  however,  with  one  or  two 
American,  British  and  French  ships  managing  to 
pierce  the  blockade,  and  we  are  sending  this  out 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be  too  long  before  it 
reaches  you. 

"All  our  fears  of  looting  proved  groundless.  The 
taking  over  of  the  actual  city  of  Shanghai  by  the 
People’s  Liberation  Army  was  swiftly  managed  in 
the  end,  with  comparatively  little  damage  or  loss  of 
life.  Those  of  us  who  live  in  the  Hostel  had  to 
spend  two  or  three  days  there,  and  about  24  hours 
actually  indoors,  'under  cover’  from  the  sporadic 
shooting  roundabout,  but  we  were  all  back  at  work 
in  the  office  downtown  on  the  fourth  day  after  the 
army  entered  the  city. 

"Mary  Campbell  seems  to  be  busier  than  ever 
with  the  problems  of  foreign  refugees.  For  a long 
time  now  she  has  been  the  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Coordinating  Committee  for  Foreign  Refugees, 
which  does  a great  deal  of  useful  and  very  necessary 
work  in  connection  with  those  unfortunate  people 
who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  are  not  entitled  to 
receive  help  from  the  International  Refugee  Organi- 
zation, and  have  no  functioning  Consulate  or  Na- 
tional Association  to  help  them.  Many  of  them  are 
old  or  sick,  or  both,  and  their  position  without  the 
help  afforded  by  the  C.C.F.R.  would  be  desperate 
indeed. 

"One  side  of  Mary’s  work  has  eased  considerably, 
however,  with  the  reforms  effected  by  the  new 
government  in  the  financial  world.  Inflation  has 
come  to  a stop,  prices  of  staple  foods  remain  com- 
paratively stable  and  in  some  cases  have  even  gone 
down  a little.  This  is  a most  unusual  state  of  affairs 
in  Shanghai,  and  one  to  which  the  average  Shang- 
hailander  must  find  it  very  hard  to  accustom  him- 
self. Another  improvement  is  the  disappearance  of 
silver  dollars  from  the  market  and  of  silver  dollar 
dealers  from  the  streets,  since  dealing  in  them  is 
now  forbidden. 

"A  few  weeks  after  the  liberation,  the  national 
university  where  Margaret  Perry  was  doing  part- 
time  lecturing  returned  to  its  normal  routine  of 
classes  and  she  was  able  to  continue  teaching  there 
until  the  end  of  term  in  July.  During  the  vacations 
she  has  had  a steady  flow  of  students  attending  con- 
versation classes  at  the  Hostel,  and  she  has  now  been 
asked  to  continue  teaching  at  the  university  during 
the  coming  academic  year.’’ 


Space  does  not  permit  reproducing  the  whole  letter,  but 
the  following  quotation  from  LuCY  Burtt  in  Peking 
gives  the  reflections  of  a seasoned  worker  in  North  China 
writing  in  May,  1949: 

"It  is  much  harder  to  give  any  accurate  account 
of  the  reactions  here  to  the  new  regime,  for  we 
are  still  in  the  midst  of  such  rapid  change  that  it 
is  difficult  to  form  objective  judgments  or  to  pre- 
dict future  developments  . . . The  first  almost  star- 
tling impression  has  been  the  real  sense  of  libera- 
tion which  has  come  to  the  student  world.  This  is  a 
young  people’s  revolution,  and  the  skill  which  the 
Communists  have  shown  in  enlisting  not  only  the 
sympathy  of  the  students  but  their  active  support 
in  work  for  the  new  order  has  given  our  young  folk 
the  opportunities  so  long  denied  them  under  the 
old  regime,  of  taking  a responsible  share  in  social 
reconstruction.  For  the  first  six  weeks  of  our  libera- 
tion the  students  of  Yenching  and  Tsing  Hua  were 
busy  in  all  their  spare  time  and  more  in  preparing 
to  help  with  the  taking  over  of  Peking.  When  the 
siege  at  last  ended  they  spent  a week  in  the  cit>’ 
working  hard  and  apparently  very  efficiently  to  help 
the  city  people  understand  the  friendliness  and  new 
social  attitudes  of  the  People’s  Army  of  Liberation. 
fOf  this  we  ourselves  have  had  most  encouraging 
first  hand  experience.  Never  in  all  our  long  and 
intimate  experience  of  troop  movements  have  we 
known  such  personal  discipline,  such  real  friendli- 
ness and  consideration  for  the  village  people  as 
these  liberators  have  shown.) 

"Strict,  even  stern,  personal  discipline  is  another 
striking  characteristic  of  the  new  regime,  and  its 
effects  were  shown  by  the  promptness  with  which, 
at  the  end  of  the  week’s  assignment  in  the  city, 
the  students  returned  to  the  University  to  take  their 
postponed  winter  exams.  These  were  hardly  finished 
when  a new  call  came  for  volunteers  to  train  as 
political  workers  to  follow  the  armies  on  the  march 
south  to  the  cities  of  the  Yangtse  valley  and  beyond. 
About  a hundred  of  our  students  responded  to  this 
call,  and  the  farewell  to  these  volunteers  at  our 
West  Gate,  on  a lovely  spring  morning,  was  really 
moving.  It  was  not  hard  to  picture  the  first  Crusad- 
ers listening  to  Pope  Urban  at  Claremont  in  1905.  To 
many  of  us  even  more  encouraging  is  the  seriousness 
with  which  many  who  have  stayed  behind  are  facing 
the  challenge  to  carry  on  positive  constructive  work 
in  the  North.  You  may  be  surprised  that  a Christian 
missionary  can  write  so  enthusiastically  about  Com- 
munists, but  I have  done  so  quite  deliberately  be- 
cause I want  you  to  feel  something  of  the  joyous 
sense  of  freedom  and  new  opportunities  for  service 
which  their  coming  has  brought  to  so  many  young 
people  in  North  China.  It  has  been  an  experience 
which  I had  not  in  the  least  expected,  and  it  must 
be  included  in  the  picture  alongside  the  darker 
shadows  which  are  so  much  better  known.  . .’’ 

The  Nobel  Peace  Prize  returns  again  to  England  as 
Lord  Boyd  Orr,  president  of  the  National  Peace  Council 
and  president  of  the  World  Movement  for  World  Federal 
Government  receives  the  award.  It  indicates  recognition 
for  his  work  as  Secretary-General  of  the  Food  and  Agri- 
culture, Organisations  of  the  United  Nations,  where  his 
courage  and  knowledge  captured  the  imagination  of  mil- 
lions throughout  the  world.  {Peace  News,  London.) 
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BIRTHRIGHT 

Shall  our  Yearly  Meeting  recognize  two  kinds 
of  membership:  one  type  based  on  deep  religious 
convictions  which  have  been  shared  with  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Meeting  at  the  time  of  convincement  and 
the  other  a passive  type,  requested  by  parents,  never 
examined  by  the  Meeting  and  possibly  never  desired 
by  the  individual  most  concerned?  This  question 
has  been  disturbing  a number  of  younger  Friends 
both  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  elsewhere.  I 
should  like  to  comment  on  it  in  advance  of  the 
decision  which  each  monthly  meeting  has  been  re- 
quested to  make  before  next  Yearly  Meeting. 

Many  of  our  meetings,  though  small  in  numbers, 
are  disproportionately  strong  in  energy.  This  is  a 
healthy  sign  of  vitality  in  our  religious  life.  How 
will  the  "padding”  of  these  membership  rolls  with 
a certain  number  of  automatic  members  help  this 
life?  Certainly  all  of  us  know  and  deeply  appreciate 
numerous  birthright  Friends  and  yet  don’t  we 
honor  these  individuals  because  of  their  witness  to 
the  Truth  rather  than  on  account  of  their  careful 
selection  of  suitable  ancestors?  There  is  no  in- 
herent reason  why  a birthright  Friend  may  not  be 
as  deeply  convinced  as  any  member  that  the  Inner 
Light  shall  guide  his  life,  but  the  accident  of  his 
birth  to  particular  parents  who  are  Friends  is  not 
going  to  assure  this  conviction. 

Most  of  us  realize  that  the  role  of  the  family  in 
shaping  the  lives  and  actions  of  our  children  is  not 
as  powerful  as  it  has  been  in  past  generations. 
Several  decades  ago  the  family  environment  domi- 
nated each  individual  for  much  of  his  life.  Parental 
authority  was  strong  and  absolute.  The  children 
frequently  remained  within  the  influence  of  their 
parents  even  after  their  own  marriage.  Under  such 
circumstances  when  parents  stated  to  the  meeting 
that  a child  was  to  be  reared  as  a Friend,  there  was 
a fair  probability  that  he  would  remain  a Friend. 
The  Meeting  was  a closely-knit  social  group,  which 
retained  most  of  its  members  during  life.  Nowa- 
days, however,  the  family  and  probably  the  meet- 
ing do  not  exercise  as  much  control  over  the  think- 
ing and  action  of  their  children.  Individually  we 
parents  hope  that  our  teaching  and  example  will 
guide  our  children  into  Christian  living,  but  we 
cannot  (and  probably  should  not)  try  to  decide 
for  our  children  how  they  will  order  their  religious 
activities  fifteen  years  or  so  hence.  If  our  efforts 
are  successful  and  they  wish  to  remain  with  Friends, 
they  should  be  encouraged  to  prepare  their  minds 
and  souls  for  the  public  recognition  of  that  decision 
when  they  come  to  the  meeting  seeking  membership 
as  responsible  persons.  On  the  other  hand,  if  some 
of  our  children  may  prefer  to  join  other  church 
groups  which  speak  more  effectively  to  their  con- 
dition than  our  meetings  have  spoken,  no  particular 
purpose  will  have  been  served  by  enrolling  that 
individual  as  a birthright  Friend. 

Not  only  do  many  of  us  fail  to  find  any  clear 
advantage  in  the  continuation  of  a class  of  auto- 
matic members,  but  unfortunately  we  have  occasion- 
ally met  the  suggestion  of  a thoroughly  unquakerly 


MEMBERSHIP 

attitude  of  "I  have  something  which  you  can’t 
obtain — I’m  a birthright  Friend!”  Certainly  this  dan- 
ger of  snobbery  is  not  too  prevalent  even  among 
children,  but  should  we  even  recognize  a second 
type  of  membership  which  can  be  so  misunderstood? 

The  objections  expressed  here  to  recognizing 
birthright  membership  in  our  Yearly  Meeting  are 
not  to  be  construed  as  a suggestion  that  our  meetings 
should  be  indifferent  to  the  children  of  members  and 
attenders.  It  is  evident  from  the  minutes  of  the 
last  few  annual  meetings  that  the  question  of  reli- 
gious education  for  children  in  the  meeting  and  for 
their  families  as  well  is  a vital  concern.  Many  of 
our  small  meetings  properly  consider  this  their 
most  important  concern  at  present.  It  seems  highly 
desirable  that  children  of  Friends  should  be  enrolled 
with  the  meeting  while  they  are  under  parental 
guidance  and  are  living  at  home.  This  "associate 
membership”  or  "young  Friends  membership”  is 
psychologically  helpful  as  an  indication  of  interest 
in  them  by  the  group — a recognition  of  their  "be- 
longing”— and  is  administratively  necessary  to  fur- 
nish the  various  committees  of  the  meeting  the 
information  which  they  need  in  planning  the  activi- 
ties for  the  children  and  young  Friends. 

Such  a provisional  membership  for  the  children 
of  members  would  recognize  the  intention  of  the 
parents  that  these  children  be  reared  in  Friends 
beliefs  (or  at  least  exposed  to  them)  during  the 
first  fifteen  years  or  so  of  their  lives  while  under 
the  influence  and  control  of  the  home.  But  at  some 
time  during  the  high-school  age  most  of  us  in  this 
country  assert  our  independence  in  varying  degrees. 
In  most  cases  after  this  age  the  notion  of  parents 
that  they  can  control  the  decisions  of  their  children 
is  largely  wishful  thinking. 

It  is  my  belief  that  if  each  young  person  who 
had  grown  up  in  the  meeting  were  approached 
during  this  period  by  the  Overseers  or  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ministry  and  Council  and  encouraged  to 
make  a decision  about  assuming  the  full  responsi- 
bilities and  obligations  and  recognition  of  a member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  several  very  real  advan- 
tages might  result.  This  procedure  would  be  deeply 
appreciated  by  the  young  individual  as  a recogni- 
tion by  people  whom  he  respects  that  he  has  now 
become  a responsible  person  who  makes  his  own 
decisions.  This  little  act  of  understanding  at  the 
end  of  adolescence  might  draw  the  young  person 
into  more  active  participation  in  the  meeting  than 
had  been  previously  done.  This  friendly  encourage- 
ment to  consider  the  real  base  of  his  religious  faffh 
could  lead  to  a clarification  of  his  thinking  which 
might  lead  to  a true  "convincement”  or — and  this 
would  be  equally  important — to  the  realization  that 
the  Society  of  Friends  was  not  the  answer  to  his 
needs. 

The  experience  of  finding  the  proper  religious 
fellowship  for  one’s  soul  is  so  profound,  so  driving, 
th.at  1 hope  our  Society  will  do  all  that  it  can  to 
help  others  achieve  such  security.  For  some  people 
this  experience  occurs  as  a conversion,  others  ap- 
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proach  it  through  critical  self-analysis  and  the  study 
of  religious  writers  and  philosophers.  But  whether 
this  discovery  comes  through  an  emotional  experi- 
ence, an  intellectual  decision  or  a gradually  per- 
ceived intuition  there  accompanies  it  an  overwhelm- 
ing certainty  of  conviction  for  each  of  us  that  this 
action  is  right.  We  immediately  know  with  all  our 
heart  that  this  is  the  only  correct  choice.  No  deci- 
sion we  have  ever  made  carries  with  it  such  complete 
confirmation.  This  is  one  element  of  mystical  ex- 
perience which  all  of  us  can  or  have  enjoyed.  It 
would  seem  obvious  that  parents  cannot  undergo 
this  experience  vicariously  for  their  children  at  birth 
or  during  childhood.  Should  we  hamper  the  joy 
of  this  experience  by  offering  them  a "sure”  mem- 
bership in  the  Society  of  Friends  without  even 
having  to  ask  for  it? 

One  last  consideration  about  this  question  of 
membership  is  individual  responsibility.  Our  meet- 
ings have  a certain  number  of  group  activities  which 
require  time,  thought,  and  some  money  from  the 
members.  It  is  a real  aid  to  the  meeting  in  planning 
this  program  to  be  able  to  count  its  assets  before 
starting  some  project  or  other.  In  our  small  meet- 
ings every  member  should  be  contributing  to  the 
common  effort,  for  it  is  much  healthier  when  every- 
one has  his  responsibility  in  the  enterprise  than  when 
some  of  the  members  carry  the  load  for  the  whole 
meeting.  Although  there  are  many  ways  in  which 
our  children  can  help  in  the  meeting,  it  is  scarcely 
practicable  to  count  them  as  members  who  can 
contribute  resources  for  this  or  that  concern  on  the 
same  basis  as  the  adults.  Our  balance  sheets  of 
human  resources  will  be  more  realistic  if  they  in- 
clude the  people  in  the  meeting  who  can  be  ex- 
pected to  carry  the  load  rather  than  to  have  an 
imposing  list  of  names  of  whom  half  may  be  under 
1 6 years  of  age.  If  full  membership  is  assumed 
only  after  the  individual  has  reached  years  of  dis- 
cretion and  discrimination  this  occasion  can  serve 
as  a goal  and  symbol  of  maturity  which  would 
strenghthen  the  bond  between  the  meeting  and  its 
young  people.  If  we  maintain  an  automatic  mem- 
bership for  our  young  people,  there  is  the  possibility 
that  some  of  them  will  fall  into  the  habit  of  con- 
tinuing to  let  the  meeting  take  care  of  its  problems 
just  as  it  had  during  their  childhood. 

I have  tried  to  express  something  of  what  full 
working  membership  in  the  Society  of  Friends 
means  to  me  and  of  the  joy  and  peace  which  the 
acceptance  of  this  relationship  can  bring  to  the 
religious  individual.  I have  proposed  the  abolition 
of  an  automatic  membership  of  the  birthright  type 
because  it  removes  the  inducement  or  encouragement 
from  the  meeting  for  each  child  in  the  meeting  to 
open  his  mind  for  convincement  when  the  Spirit 
moves  him;  it  assumes  a control  of  thought  and 
decision  by  the  parents  over  their  children  which 
is  no  longer  a fact  or  even  desirable;  it  opens  the 
way  for  undemocratic  distinctions  among  Friends 
based  on  invalid  grounds;  and  it  makes  of  our 
membership  lists  a sort  of  genealogical  archive  rather 
than  a useful  statement  of  available  human  assets  for 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  I have  tried  to  suggest  an 


alternative  form  of  juvenile  membership  for  our 
children  during  their  dependency  which  will  serve 
their  needs  equally  well  and  would  lead  either  to 
full  membership  through  convincement  or  to  with- 
drawal from  the  meeting’s  list  if  such  action  were 
preferred. 

Ellis  Jump 


CORVALLIS  MEETING 

Lyra  Dann  sends  in  an  excellent  report  through  news- 
paper clippings  of  Corvallis’  "Gift  and  Treat”  celebration 
of  Halloween  which  was  led  and  encouraged  by  Clifford 
Maser  (Country  Club  Heights,  Corvallis,  Oregon)  and 
resulted  in  about  two  truck  loads  of  clothing  to  be  used 
by  AFSC  and  Church  World  Service.  Clifford  Maser  is 
dean  of  business  and  technology  at  Oregon  State  College. 

■!;.  if 

V(/HITTIER  MEETING 

Elma  Marshall  (133  S.  Washington  Ave.,  Whittier, 
Calif.)  writes:  ".  . . In  Whittier  we  have  a large  group 
meeting  for  a period  of  unprogrammed  worship  at  Menden- 
hall Hall,  a part  of  Whittier  College,  at  8:30  each  Sunday 
morning.  Quite  a number  of  students  attend.  Following 
that  the  Bible  School  session  and  then  the  preaching  service 
and  worship  at  10:30  with  its  music  and  choir  make  a full 
morning.  This  combination  of  the  different  types  of  wor- 
ship is  a very  fine  thing  I feel  and  meets  the  needs  of  a 
variety  of  people,  although  many  of  us  appreciate  and.  . . 
attend  both  the  programmed  and  unprogrammed  meetings.” 
Recently  Elma  and  Harold  Marshall  visited  Mildred  and 
Clarence  Burck  in  Oregon  (Box  167,  Rte.  i,  Monmouth) 
where  the  Corvallis  Eriends  group  met  one  evening. 


Births: 

Kenneth,  9/1/49,  to  Malcomb  and  Doris  Smith, 
Seattle,  Washington. 

Married: 

Margarete  Wittels  and  Charles  Rollit  Coe, 
10/18/49,  17010  26th  Ave,  N.E.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Pegeen  Sylvester  and  James  Alfred  McAskill, 
10/22/49,  1348  West  6th,  Vancouver,  B.C. 

Deaths: 

Stuart  St.  Clair  Bruce,  i 1/9/49,  member  of  Ber- 
keley Friends  Meeting,  California. 

Elsie  T.  Stanley,  10/2/49,  Whittier  Friends  Church, 
Whittier,  California. 

Alfred  J.  Edge,  io/n/49,  wife,  Katharine,  7 De 
Sabla  Road,  San  Mateo,  California. 

Maud  A.  E.  Rowntree,  10/19/49,  Friends  House 
Meeting,  No.  i,  Endsleigh  Gardens,  London,  Eng- 
land. 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

A favorite  visitor  to  the  coast  is  Edgar  Anderson, 
Geneticist  to  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  (2315  Tower 
Grove  Ave.,  St.  Louis  10,  Mo.)  who  writes:  "Our  St. 
Louis  Meeting  continues  to  grow  slowly  and  we  now 
average  over  twenty  every  Sunday.  Since  we  meet  in  a 
room  in  the  downtown  Y.M.C.A.,  it  is  particularly  con- 
venient for  Quakers  who  are  passing  through  the  city. 
We  are  now  affiliated  with  the  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting 
and  are  host  every  autumn  to  the  Blue  River  Quarterly 
Meeting.  ...  I expect  to  teach  in  the  Los  Angeles  Area 
next  summer  and  while  I shall  not  be  in  Pasadena,  I shall 
hope  to  get  to  Orange  Grove  Meeting.” 

❖ ^ ^ 

Peter  Guldbrandsen  is  now  working  for  the  Daily 
Pacific  Builder  in  San  Francisco  as  editorial  representative 
for  Alameda  and  Contra  Costa  Counties  and  works  from 
his  office  in  the  Oakland  Builders’  Exchange  on  190 
MacArthur  Boulevard  in  Oakland.  He  also  writes  regular- 
ly for  three  dailies  in  Denmark. 
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COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

The  meeting  on  November  5th  in  San  Jose  was  well 
attended  with  all  meetings  reporting  increased  attendance. 
Herbert  Jones  gave  a history  of  Quakerism  in  San  Jose 
which  dates  from  1861.  A telegram  was  read  from  Anna 
Bri.nton  which  reminded  those  in  attendance  that  she  and 
Howard  Brinton  were  married  in  the  old  Meeting 
House,  as  were  Hannah  and  Andrew  Erskine  ...  A 
letter  from  the  Daniel  Oliver  School  in  Ramallah  gave  a 
picture  of  the  difficulties  and  tensions  under  which  Friends' 
work  in  Palestine  is  done  . . . Russ  Jorgensen  showed 
pictures  of  his  recent  work  in  Palestine. 

* # * 

PALO  ALTO  MEETING 

The  Palo  Alto  community  program  at  Halloween  time 
called  "Trick-or-Treaters”  netted  thirty  cartons  of  goods 
to  send  overseas.  Friends  have  been  active  in  encouraging 
this  program  . . . Walter  and  Tina  Petersilka  have 
been  visiting  Friends’  centers  on  the  west  coast  before 
they  return  to  their  home  in  Amsterdam.  Here  they  plan 
to  set  up  a seminar  type  of  school  where  young  people 
from  different  countries  in  Europe  can  go  for  six  months’ 
periods  for  comparative  study  of  their  philosophies,  reli- 
gions and  cultures. 

ORANGE  GROVE  MEETING 

Since  last  May  Orange  Grove  Meeting  has  been  caring 
for  4 families  in  the  Russian  zone.  So  far  there  has  been 
sent  food,  clothing,  soap,  sewing  kit  and  baby  supplies  to 
a family  of  seven  (expecting  a baby),  a mother  and  her 
daughter,  father  and  son  (70  and  35  years  old  respec- 
tively), and  a 70  year  old  couple. 

It  was  agreed  in  the  October  meeting  for  business  that 
the  regular  after  meeting  lunch  would  be  discontinued, 
except  for  the  second  Sundays  which  are  Monthly  Meet- 
ing days.  The  burden  of  preparation  has  been  falling  too 
much  on  the  same  people  and  the  Meeting  decided  that 
after  doing  without  the  lunch  hour  for  a month  or  two 
if  a group  seems  concerned  enough  to  revive  the  practice 
it  will  be  begun  again. 

UNIVERSITY  MEETING  (SEATTLE) 

The  number  of  attenders  at  Meeting  is  growing.  A 
recent  visitor  was  Lincoln  Ellison  from  Ogden,  Utah 
who  meets  with  a small  group  in  Salt  Lake  City  . . . 
The  Meeting  welcomed  into  membership  Lola  Williams 
. . . The  Meeting  approved  the  following  minute  for 
D.  Reeves  Shinn: 

"Our  friend,  D.  Reeves  Shinn,  has  passed  on,  and  we 
hold  his  memory  in  reverence.  It  is  not  for  fellow 
members  of  the  University  Friends  Meeting  to  offer 
either  eulogy  or  judgment  on  the  complete  life  work 
of  our  friend.  Rather,  may  we  consider  how  God 
used  one  of  us  who  opened  himself  to  divine  guid- 
ance, and  let  us  always  remember  the  qualities  of 
character  Reeves  Shinn  embodied  so  that  the  building 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  may  continue. 
Particularly,  let  us  remember  the  magnetic  joyousness 
of  the  man  as  he  was  continually  led  to  people  in 
need — to  many  who  had  never  heard  of  the  love  of 
God,  nor  had  seen  his  Love  working  in  a person.  Al- 
though he  was  truly  humble,  let  us  remember  how 
urgently  and  unashamed  he  spoke  of  God’s  love  and 
power,  and  how  concerned  he  was  over  the  least  of 
these.  We  who  are  left  will  do  well  to  pause  and 
ask  for  the  Inner  Light.’’ 

;i;  ^ 

LONDON,  ENGLAND 

At  the  October  7th  Meeting  for  Sufferings  the  Clerk 
expressed  good  wishes  and  farewell  to  Grace  and  Bernard 
Waring  and  Edith  Reeves  Solenberg  who  were  return- 
ing to  the  U.S.  At  the  same  time  he  welcomed  Lewis  T. 
and  Pearl  Davidson  Jones  from  Whittier,  Calif.,  who 
are  visiting  the  British  Isles  and  Europe  and  are  particular- 
ly interested  in  educational  developments. 


BERKELEY  MEETING 

At  the  home  of  Helen  and  C.  F.  Switzer,  1301  Henry 
St.,  Berkeley,  Calif,  during  the  past  month  a Silver  Tea 
was  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  building  fund.  The  appeal 
stated:  "We  have  been  long  aware  of  the  need  for  more 
rooms  for  the  children.  Each  Sunday  this  need  is  brought 
more  forcibly  to  our  attention.  For  a number  of  years 
a few  parents  have  been  working  on  a children’s  fund, 
raising  money  through  such  projects  as  the  flap-jack  break- 
fasts. At  the  present  time  this  fund  has  $309.  We  have 
been  told  that  with  $500  and  a good  deal  of  physical 
help  from  the  men,  digging  and  building  under  the  Meet- 
ing House  dining  room  might  be  started.  It  was  estimated 
that  a minimum  of  $1000  would  cover  expenses  of  build- 
ing . . . This  space  is  needed  for  our  children  each  First 
Day  if  any  regular  program  is  to  take  place.  Recently 
there  have  been  up  to  twenty  children  in  the  small  space 
back  of  the  Meeting  Room.  The  age  range  has  been  from 
six  weeks  upward.  For  accomodating  larger  groups  more 
space  is  necessary.  This  coming  summer  we  are  to  be 
host  to  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Will  we  have  to  rent 
another  building  for  this  or  could  we  possibly  have  space 
at  our  Meeting?  . . . New  members  in  the  Meeting  are 
Elizabeth  and  Irving  (Bud)  Morriset  (423  60th  Street, 
Oakland).  Associate  members  include  Bob  Worth,  Bob 
Barns,  Shirley  Larson,  George  and  Karl  Leavitt 
. . . Vanita  and  Isaiah  Meyer  (2320  Blake  St.,  Berkeley) 
recently  wrote  the  Leavitts  that  they  were  interested  in 
developing  a cooperative  school  along  the  lines  of  Pacific 
Ackworth  Friends  School  in  Temple  City  and  would  wel- 
come acquaintance  with  others  who  might  share  the  inter- 
est ..  . Ed  James  is  now  attending  Reed  College,  Portland, 
Oregon. 

:'i=  * 

WILLAMETTE  VALLEY  MEETING 

Willamette  Valley  Monthly  Meeting  has  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  activity  of  Elizabeth  Lance  and 
Effie  McAfee  of  Purchase  Monthly  Meeting,  New  York, 
who  are  now  living  in  this  area.  Effie  McAfee  has  built 
a new  home  in  Salem  and  is  host  to  the  weekly  Meeting 
for  worship  of  a group  of  Friends  in  Salem  . . . Eugene 
Preparative  Meeting  worships  in  the  campus  YMCA  every 
Sunday  at  11:00,  while  a group  of  Friends  in  Portland 
meets  for  worship  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  each 
month  in  the  Parker  Chapel  of  the  Portland  YMCA. 
Every  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month  all  gather  at  the 
Salem  YWCA  for  monthly  meeting  from  11:00  to  4:00 
. . . Dorothy  Dann  has  transferred  from  State  College 
in  Corvallis  to  continue  her  study  of  architecture  at  the 
University  of  Oregon  in  Eugene  . . . Emmett  Gulley, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Oregon  Regional  Office  of  the 
AESC,  Portland,  has  been  speaking  frequently  throughout 
the  northwest  emphasizing  that  ".  . . the  unrest,  misery, 
and  suffering  in  the  Levant  presents  tlie  most  serious 
threat  to  peace  at  this  time.’’ 


PASADENA  MONTHLY  MEETING  (Villa  and  Raymond) 

In  a report  from  the  Peace  and  Social  Action  Com- 
mittee Anna  Stephens  (1616  Morada  Place,  Altadena) 
recommended  the  following  program  to  commemorate  the 
fourth  birthday  of  the  United  Nations:  "i.  Learn  each 
month  one  good  activity  which  the  LI.N.  is  actually 
doing  ...  2.  Share  this  knowledge  with  others  when- 
ever it  can  be  done  naturally  and  spontaneously  among 
friends  and  neighbors  and  tradesmen  ...  3.  Out  of  defer- 
ence to  the  several  religions  and  the  absence  of  religion 
among  delegates  to  the  U.N.  the  sessions  are  opened  witli 
a short  silence  rather  than  with  vocal  prayer.  Let  us  as 
Friends  carry  a burden  on  our  hearts  that  this  silence  may 
become  meaningful.  We  know  that  the  God  of  the  Llni- 
verse,  who  desires  to  be  the  God  of  the  individual,  is  the 
Presence  in  their  Midst  and  may  the  presence  be  felt  and 
enter  into  the  spirit  of  their  deliberations.’’ 


oaiiNn 


pUmcU  &nUetc^ 


DECEMBER,  1949— PAGE  6 


THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Phillip  Wells,  chairman, 

Alice  Harris,  assistant  chairman,  Russell  Free- 
man, Dorothy  Lash,  Peter  Guldbrandsen, 
Peggy  Pond  Church,  Catherine  Bruner,  Saki 
Amemiya.  Editor,  Ed.  Sanders. 

All  subscriptions  and  correspondence  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  Friends  Bulletin,  714  W.  California 
St.,  Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

Subscription;  "at  least  a dollar’’ 

PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF 
FRIENDS  AND  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Clerk:  Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini  Avenue, 
Riverside,  Calif.;  Recording  Clerk,  Marion  B. 
Werner,  1648  Lincoln  Avenue,  San  Jose,  Calif.; 
Treasurer,  Robert  Simkin,  1032  West  36th  Street, 
Los  Angeles  7,  Calif.;  Secretary,  Beatrice  Shipley, 
4608  Kingswell,  Los  Angeles  27,  Calif. 


CHRISTMAS — (Continued  jrom  page  i) 

'testified’  and  parted  with  a holy  'Kiss  of  Peace’. 

"Then  home  for  breakfast  and  reading  aloud  of 
Christmas  cards  and  messages  while  Joe  baked 
molasses  bread  to  take  to  some  of  our  neighbors. 
During  the  sunny  noon  hours  we  wheeled  Lucia  to 
visit  several  families,  at  each  home  receiving  some- 
thing from  these  people  who  too  often  have  been 
forced  to  receive  charity  themselves.’’ 

Joe  and  Terry  Havens 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

Loyde  Osburn  (iocS  Fulton,  Newberg,  Oregon)  is  no 
longer  with  Pacific  College  (now  George  Fox  College) 
as  he  works  as  assistant  to  Emmet  Gulley  in  the  Portland 
office  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  with 
particular  responsibility  for  financial  solicitation. 

Inquirers  about  what  has  happened  to  the  Kitsiookla 
Group  with  their  community  plans  for  British  Columbia 
have  been  informed  that  they  are  in  the  process  of  moving 
from  urban  Oakland  to  a 4V2  acre  tract  in  commuting  dis- 
tance of  San  Francisco  and  Berkeley.  Address  continues 
to  be  656  5th  Street,  Richmond,  Calif. 

A newsy  letter  from  Hattie  Mitchell  (1702  West 
Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  6,  Calif.)  brings  us  up  to  date  on  her 
children.  Both  Helen  and  Arthur  are  now  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  as  Helen  is  in  Honolulu  and  Arthur  flew  last 
June  from  China  with  his  bride  to  be,  Shirley  Price  of 
Sydney,  Australia  to  be  married  in  the  house  of  Gilbert 
and  Minnie  Bowles.  Arthur  is  an  entomologist  at  Hilo 


v'ith  the  U.S.D.A.  The  other  son,  David,  is  employed  as 
an  engineer  with  the  Edison  Company  in  the  mountains 
northwest  of  Fresno. 

* 

Paul  Jcjhnson,  executive  secretary  of  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia regional  office  of  the  A.F.S.C.  (526  N.  Raymond, 
Pasadena,  Calif.)  has  been  given  leave  of  absence  to  go 
with  Jean,  his  wdfe,  to  work  in  Palestine.  During  his 
absence  Dan  Wilson  will  be  acting  executive  secretary. 

yf.  ‘yfi 

Tom  and  Dorothy  Lovering  (714  N.  Cooper  Street, 
Silver  City,  New  Mexico)  write:  ".  . . Any  Friends,  or 
or  friends  . . . passing  through  this  area  would  be  more 
than  welcome.  We  have  lots  of  space  and  a spare  mattress.” 
^ ^ 

A similar  invitation  comes  from  Vaughan  Kalajan 
(244  Magnolia  Ave.,  Oxnard,  Calif.)  who  would  like  to 
have  news  of  nearby  Friends.  He  is  a 4th  grade  teacher, 
would  welcome  visitors  although  he  is  without  over- 
night housing  facilities.  Interested  in  ”.  . . poetry  and 
politics;  swimming  and  symphonies.  . .” 

Leslie  P.  Spelman  (1228  Center  St.,  Redlands,  Calif.) 
has  a leave  of  absence  from  Redlands  University  to  write 
and  study  in  the  East  this  Vv'inter.  He  writes  of  having 
visited  William  Penn  and  Earlham  Colleges  and  finding 
them  both  very  lively  centers  of  Quaker  concern.  "I  have 
visited  a good  many  colleges  in  the  east  to  find  out  what 
they  are  doing  to  interest  their  students  in  the  arts  and 
music  and  have  been  doing  a good  bit  of  writing — articles 
not  music.  One  study  has  become  so  big  that  it  may  work 
- into  a book  if  I can  find  a publisher  for  it  ...  I have 
visited  Philadelphia  twice,  the  last  time  as  the  guest  of 
Passmore  and  Anna  Elkinton.  Lie  asked  me  to  represent 
[west  coast  Friends]  ...  at  the  meeting  of  the  Pacific 
Area  section  of  the  Friends  World  Committee.  ...  It 
vrill  be  good  to  return  home  the  end  of  January.” 

A number  of  delegates  to  tlm  MYAd  Conf creme 

in  India  met  at  Friends  House  in  London  and  w'ere  wel- 
comed by  the  Peace  Committee  of  London  Yearly  Meet- 
ing just  prior  to  their  sailing  for  India.  These  included 
Sven  Ryberg,  of  Sweden,  a Friend  active  in  the  Inter- 
national Work  Camp  and  Socialist  Youth  Movement; 
Diderich  Lund,  Norway,  member  of  the  W.R.I.  im- 
prisoned by  Germans  during  the  war:  Aage  Jorgensen, 
Denmark,  teacher  and  translator  of  Tolstoy:  Magda  Yoors- 
Peters,  Belgium,  W.R.I.,  Magda  Trocme,  France,  con- 
nected with  international  school  at  Le  Chambon:  Mildred 
Fahrni,  Canada,  secretary  of  Canadian  F.O.R.:  Richard 
Gregg,  U.S.,  and  Reginald  Reynolds,  represented  Eng- 
lish delegates.  (The  Friend,  London)  Also  from  the  U.S. 
is  Ray  Newton,  A.E.S.C.,  w'ho  will  attend  the  conference. 

Known  to  many  on  the  west  coast  is  Irl  Balderston 
who  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Watland  of  Evanston  Meet- 
ing on  October  7th  in  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer. 
(57th  Street  Meeting  News.) 
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